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M I S S I O N  S T A T E M E N T
OUR VISION
A country that honours the ancestral laws, rights, and
stewardship values of Indigenous Peoples and their equitable
access to the justice system within a thriving natural
environment.

OUR MISSION
To raise legal defence funds to assist Indigenous Peoples who
enforce their rights and title to protect their traditional
territories.
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L A N D  A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T
We are a team made up of Indigenous and settler staff based
out of our office on the unceded territories of the lək̓ ʷəŋən
speaking peoples, including the Songhees Nation, Esquimalt
Nation, and W̱ SÁNEĆ First Nation. 
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M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  B O A R D  C H A I R

Dear Allies, Donors, and Supporters,

I am honoured to address you and our esteemed supporters as we reflect on the
accomplishments and new heights achieved by RAVEN (Respecting Aboriginal Values and
Environmental Needs) in the past year. It is with great pride that I share the highlights of our
impactful journey in this Annual Report for 2023.

As we navigate the challenges of our times, such as dramatic increases to the cost of living
and impacts of inflation upon everyone, the unwavering support from our dedicated
community of donors, volunteers, and partners has been nothing short of extraordinary.
Together, we have continued to elevate our mission of fundraising for environmental justice
and land and title rights for Indigenous Peoples in Canada, making a meaningful difference in
the First Nation communities and all peoples living on Turtle Island.

This year was one of endings and beginnings. Our founding Executive Director, Susan
Smitten, retired after 14 successful years at the helm of RAVEN. Having started in this work
as the only employee of RAVEN, Susan led the organization to fundraise for over 12
Indigenous partnerships, disbursing over $7 million for First Nation communities’ legal funds.
Thanks to her incredible vision and passion, RAVEN still stands as the only registered charity
in the country that directly provides funds to First Nations for their legal cases in pursuit of
environmental justice. I raise my hands in gratitude to Susan and hope to meet her
standards in the coming years.

Our fundraising efforts have played a pivotal role in sustaining and expanding our programs.
I am pleased to report that through various events, campaigns, and individual contributions,
we were able to raise nearly $5 million in the past year. We were honoured to have been the
recipient of a transformative $2 million donation from the Krawczyk Family Foundation in the
later part of 2023. This is a validation of years of dedicated work by Indigenous leaders and
supporters who have shared the vision of environmental justice for Indigenous communities.
However, we know that there is still so much work to be done as Indigenous Peoples
continue to face costly legal battles for justice.

Looking ahead, we are excited about the opportunities and challenges that await us in 2024.
The encounters we face only strengthen our resolve to go to new heights on environmental
justice and Indigenous land and title rights. With the continued support of individuals like
you, we are confident in our ability to create positive change and build a brighter future for
Indigenous communities and all the residents of Turtle Island.

On behalf of the entire RAVEN family, I extend my deepest gratitude to you for your
exemplary and steadfast commitment to our mission. Inspired by the belief that together we
can make a difference, your support has been the wind beneath the wings of our collective
success. Let us carry the strong winds of our achievements to continue to build and advance
Indigenous rights into 2024. Thank you for being a fundamental part of our journey.

Sincerely,
Jeff Nicholls,
RAVEN Board Chair
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M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R
As written by Kelly Markey, “Don’t just fly. Soar.” This past year, our commitment to
fundraise for First Nations seeking environmental justice and land and title rights continues
to motivate and empower us to overcome challenges and achieve significant milestones. I
am pleased to share with you the highlights of our accomplishments made possible by the
dedication of our team, the generosity of our donors, and the support of our RAVEN
community.

I would like to extend my deepest appreciation to our dedicated staff, volunteers, and board
members for their relentless commitment to our cause. This past year, we successfully
executed several key initiatives that have contributed to the advancement of our cause. One
of the highlights includes the launch of Home on Native Land, a 10-module online course
about Indigenous justice in Canada. To date, over 9,000 people have registered and
completed the course and we have since received glowing feedback from participants.  

In the face of a worldwide economic downturn, the resilient team at RAVEN has not only
adapted to these challenges but thrived within them. We have successfully met all our
fundraising goals for our Nation partners and serve as a testament to the passion and hard
work of our staff, volunteers, and partners. This past year has positioned us for continued
success in the coming years.

Equally important to us is the engagement of our community. The dedication of our
volunteers, the enthusiasm of our supporters, and the collaboration with our partners have
created a powerful network of individuals committed to making a positive difference. Their
involvement has not only strengthened our outreach efforts but has also deepened the
sense of connection within the RAVEN nest.

Looking ahead and leaning into a statement by Langston Hughes, “Hold fast to dreams, for if
dreams die, life is a broken-winged bird that cannot fly.” The goals and challenges we face
only inspire us to redouble our efforts and explore innovative solutions. With your continued
support, we are confident that we can fly to newer heights than in 2023 and make an even
greater impact on the legal challenges we support.

To our supporters, partners, and the entire RAVEN community, tleco tleco for your
unwavering commitment to our shared mission. Together, we have the power to sore to new
heights that will build a brighter future for ourselves and future generations.

In closing, “No bird can fly without opening its wings.” – Mark Nepo

Danielle Wilson
Executive Director, RAVEN
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Y E A R  O V E R V I E W

This past year has been one of expansion across the board at RAVEN. From our
organizational reach to our team to our impact within the movement for Indigenous justice
through to the launch of the Breathing Lands campaign, our continued work with our
Intervenor Fund, and the incredibly successful launch of our free online course — Home on
Native Land — we have been able to stretch our wingspan across Turtle Island while
deepening our roots with existing partnerships.

Throughout 2023, RAVEN was able to engage with a broader audience, which ultimately has
led us to be more capable of amplifying the collective voice for change — and for Indigenous
justice. 
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S O A R I N G  T O  N E W  H E I G H T S

RAVEN is a part of a movement. One that aims to see Indigenous governance and
sovereignty upheld across Canada. One that believes we can enshrine Indigenous laws into
Canadian law. Of course, anything to do with the colonial courts holds a hefty price tag. In
2023, we more than doubled our previous year’s fundraising efforts and raised over $4.9
million for Indigenous justice! 

This level of fundraising in a single year was well beyond even our own expectations. But it
also shows us something we already knew: people across Turtle Island are in solidarity with
Indigenous Peoples and Indigenous sovereignty. It is an incredible vote of confidence in our
work and in the movement to have the RAVEN community show up the way it did in 2023. 

R E C O R D  F I N A N C I A L  S U C C E S S



And — the work isn’t over yet. As an organization and community, we are soaring to new
heights. But we know all too well that the cost for First Nations asserting land title and rights
in court for a single legal challenge can go well beyond what we have been able to fundraise
so far. We celebrate every new influx of support because each donation, bequest, grant, and
peer-to-peer fundraiser serves as a catalyst for what’s to come and strengthens the work we
can do to even the odds for Indigenous justice. 
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Nothing that repairs community health, restores kinship with the land, or builds webs of
deeper connection can be done in a silo. Our work is first and foremost informed and led by
the First Nations we partner with. Any wisdom, resilience, or leadership that RAVEN may
demonstrate is grounded in our learning from, and dedication to, our First Nation partners.
With humility, we recognize that none of what we do would be possible without the expertise
and stewardship of Indigenous Peoples. Even as we stretch our wings, we have stumbled —
but we are embracing all opportunities to continue to be in learning with each other. As a
team, we aim to root our work in respect, reciprocity, and collaboration. Thank you for
reaching with us. 

T H R O U G H  E X P A N S I O N ,  W E  A R E  H U M B L E D



Susan Smitten led RAVEN as Executive Director for 14 amazing years. Smitten stepped away
from her job in spring of 2023 making way for new leadership. Smitten handed over a
thriving organization to a highly qualified new leader, Danielle Wilson of Tla-o-qui-aht First
Nation. 

Says Smitten, “Part of my gratitude is getting to work with all of these amazing minds and
people. People like former Xeni Gwet’in Chief Marilyn Baptiste — I mean, she’s a rockstar!
She stood in front of Taseko’s trucks and bulldozers on the road in Tsilhqot’in territory to the
proposed Prosperity mine and simply would not let them go through. She made them turn
back. A one woman blockade! How many people in your life will you know who have that kind
of inner – not just fortitude, but – an absolute inner groundedness that will plant them in the
middle of a remote logging road and turn a convoy of trucks around?”

Susan also speaks fondly of the late former Chief Al Lameman of Beaver Lake Cree Nation.
Together, they travelled to England at the invitation of the Cooperative Bank, who’d invested
significantly in RAVEN through their corporate social responsibility committee in the Defend
the Treaties campaign. “We all went over because there was a photographic exhibition on the
south bank of the Thames: the mayor came and everybody was there. Chief Lameman gave
talks and did the obligatory photo ops.”

“But, travelling around the country was a challenge; the Chief didn’t have the best of health.
Even so, he approached it all with humour and this sense of groundedness like, ‘Okay, well, if
this is what we have to do for the Nation to get people to care, then this is what we’re going
to do’.”
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F A R E W E L L  T O  S U S A N

This work has offered Smitten an
opportunity to understand how real
leaders live by example. She’s had the
opportunity to really see leaders who are
in deep, humble service, not just to the
people who are alive now, but to their
ancestors, and to their descendants. 

“I’m grateful for every single person who
walked through the door who wanted to
work for RAVEN. They magnified whatever
RAVEN has done, because they brought
their own magic. What an honour it has
been to be working with and on behalf of
these amazing people.” 

And RAVEN? We will forever be grateful to
Susan Smitten for bringing her magic to
RAVEN and making us soar. 



C A M P A I G N  U P D A T E S
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The landscape of Indigenous rights and environmental advocacy is always evolving. Our
campaign updates from 2023 illustrate this as we stretch our wings incredibly far in some
places, and painstakingly inch along in others — both while embodying the spirit of progress
and resilience. From landmark legal victories to grassroots initiatives, these updates highlight
the ongoing efforts to create a more just and sustainable future for all. 

R A V E N ’ S  C A M P A I G N S

Raised for
Campaigns

Main Legal
Challenges
Supported

Supported
Intervenor
Hearings

Campaigns in
Court

$1.9M 7 8 3



R A I S E D  F O R  G I T X A A Ł A  N A T I O N
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Gitxaała Nation went to court in April 2023 and reached a favourable decision in their Mineral
Tenure Act challenge in September 2023. The victory marked a transformative moment for
B.C.’s mineral rights regime as B.C. was given 18 months to create a process to consult First
Nations when anyone — be it a corporation or an individual ‘free miner’ — applies for a
mineral tenure in their territory. 

The case created a legal precedent, starting an overhaul of B.C.’s online mineral tenure
system that, once completed, will give over 200 First Nations more say over how and where
their lands are used for mining. This landmark decision will help protect culturally significant
areas and provide consensual economic opportunities for remote Indigenous communities.

Throughout the legal challenge, RAVEN also provided financial support to four groups of
Intervenors in Gitxaała Nation’s case.

The ruling moved the needle on unjust mineral staking, but not far enough. Gitxaała is
appealing the negative aspects of this ruling, stay tuned!

G I T X A A Ł A  N A T I O N

$225K
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H E I L T S U K  N A T I O N

R A I S E D  F O R  H E I L T S U K  N A T I O N$462K

In addition to continuing to prepare arguments and gather evidence for their Title challenge
following the Nathan E. Stewart oil spill, Heiltsuk Nation intervened in Saugeen Ojibway's
case. RAVEN provided $20,000 in funding from the Intervener Fund for Heiltsuk’s
Intervention in the Saugeen Ojibway Nation case at the Ontario Court of Appeal in May 2023.
Following Heiltsuk's oral submission, Canada reversed its position and agreed that Aboriginal
title to lands beneath navigable waters is legally recognizable. 

Canada's new position, as a result of Heiltsuk's intervention, saves decades of litigation and
millions of dollars worth of legal fees for this type of declaration, which opens a door for
Indigenous Nations to claim submerged lands to protect their oceans and rivers — an
outcome that will have a significant impact on Heiltsuk’s own legal challenge, for which they
are still waiting for a hearing date. 



12RAVEN — 2023 Annual Report

In June 2023, a powerful coalition of Treaty No. 9 First Nations came together to file a legal
case that pushes back against unilateral decision-making over natural resources by the
Ontario government. RAVEN simultaneously launched this new campaign in support of the
Treaty No. 9 First Nations, which we refer to as the “Breathing Lands” campaign.

As part of their Statement of Claim, the coalition of Treaty No. 9 Nations are asking for court
declarations to: 

1.  Issue injunctions to stop any resource-related permitting before Indigenous consent is
given; 

2.  Provide compensation to all Treaty No. 9 Nations for damages caused by over a century
of resource extraction; and 

3.  Recognize a legal requirement that First Nations must give their free, prior, and informed
consent before any development in Treaty No. 9 territory can occur. 

The case is considered to be one of the most important for Indigenous rights in the 21st
century as the implications of a positive ruling could affect Indigenous jurisdiction in about
2two thirds of Canada. 

B R E A T H I N G  L A N D S  L E G A L  C H A L L E N G E

R A I S E D  F O R  B R E A T H I N G  L A N D S  L E G A L  C H A L L E N G E$161K
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The Ontario Superior Court unfortunately dismissed Neskantaga First Nation’s case that
aimed to force changes to the Environmental Assessment Act. Though we are disappointed
with the ruling, this is not the end of the road for Neskantaga First Nation. In addition to
being part of the Breathing Lands legal challenge, the First Nation is pushing to protect their
homelands through a youth-led sturgeon revitalization program, by confronting the Ford
government at Queens Park, and protesting in the streets. 

N E S K A N T A G A  F I R S T  N A T I O N

In December 2023, the Federal Court of Appeal ruled in favour of the Misdzi Yikh v Canada
case to be heard in court, breathing life back into this Wet’suwet’en-led, climate action legal
case. The Court of Appeal ruled that the claim relating to section 7 of The Charter of Rights
and Freedoms — the right to life, liberty, and security of the person — was justiciable and
could move forward to a trial on the merits of the claim. 

If successful, the Wet’suwet’en case will force Canada to adhere to its greenhouse gas
emissions targets set out in the Paris Peace Agreement. It would also be the first time in
Canada —and perhaps the world — that a trial would decide on a climate claim brought by
plaintiffs constituted under their own Indigenous laws.

W E T ' S U W E T ' E N

R A I S E D  F O R  N E S K A N T A G A  F I R S T  N A T I O N$11K

R A I S E D  F O R  W E T ’ S U W E T ’ E N$30K
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Stk’emlupsemc te Secwepemc Nation is going to court to secure Aboriginal title to unceded
traditional territory in interior B.C. 

The Stk’emlupsemc te Secwepemc Nation have declared Pípsell a Cultural Heritage Site. In
the Pípsell Declaration, the Nation state that their “decision to preserve and sustain Pípsell is
for the long-term benefit of all Canadians, ensuring the future enjoyment of this special place
serves to further reconciliation.” That decision was made in accordance with the important
principles of Stk’emlupsemc te Secwepemc Law outlined in Oral History (Stseptekwll, or
“Trout Children”) regarding reciprocal accountability to living beings on the land.

S T K ’ E M L U P S E M C  T E  S E C W E P E M C  N A T I O N

Beaver Lake Cree Nation went to the Supreme Court of Canada to argue for an Advanced
Cost Order, which received a favourable decision in 2022 and set a precedent for access to
justice for ‘impecunious’ Nations who are bringing forward cases of national importance.
Now, Beaver Lake Cree Nation are anxiously awaiting the King's Bench of Alberta to make a
decision as to how much funding they will receive for their case.

Meanwhile, the legal team prepared community members to be cross-examined by Alberta
and Canada in November 2023. They also cross-examined members of the Albertan and
Canadian governments to be used as evidence for trial, which is scheduled to occur in March
2026.

B E A V E R  L A K E  C R E E  N A T I O N

R A I S E D  F O R  B E A V E R  L A K E  C R E E  N A T I O N$411K

R A I S E D  F O R  S T K ’ E M L U P S E M C  T E  S E C W E P E M C

N A T I O N
$31K
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Intervention is a strategic way to bring Indigenous perspectives to legal challenges without
First Nations having to shoulder the entire financial burden of bringing a case through the
justice system. The lower costs of intervening — coupled with the influence that intervenors
can have on case outcomes —  make this a strategic way forward for RAVEN’s partners who
are asserting their rights through the courts.

RAVEN supported two Interveners in 2023: the Heiltsuk and Haida Nations in Saugeen
Ojibway Nation's appeal. However, six other RAVEN-supported Interveners (disbursed in
2022) went to court: four in Gitxaała Nation’s case and two in the Saik'uz First Nation case.

Because of our incredibly resilient community of supporters, RAVEN was able to invest $100k
into the Intervener Fund at the end of 2023.

I N T E R V E N O R  F U N D

R A I S E D  F O R  I N T E R V E N O R  F U N D$101K

Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs 
Intervention in Shot Both Sides v. Canada, 2024

West Moberly First Nation
Intervention in Ontario (Attorney General) v. Restoule, 2024

Heiltsuk Nation
Intervention in Thomas v. Rio Tinto Alcan Inc., 2024

Saugeen Ojibway Nation
Intervention in Thomas v. Rio Tinto Alcan Inc., 2024

BC Assembly of First Nations
 Intervention in Gitxaala v British Columbia (Chief Gold Commissioner), 2023

Gitanyow Nation
Intervention in Gitxaala v British Columbia (Chief Gold Commissioner), 2023

Nak'azdli Whut'en
Intervention in Gitxaala v British Columbia (Chief Gold Commissioner), 2023

Ts'kw'aylaxw First Nation
Intervention in Gitxaala v British Columbia (Chief Gold Commissioner), 2023 

Heiltsuk Nation
Intervention in Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First Nation v. Canada (Attorney General), 2023,

otherwise known as "Saugeen"

 Haida Nation
Intervention in Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First Nation v. Canada (Attorney General), 2023,

otherwise known as "Saugeen"

R A V E N  S U P P O R T E D  I N T E R V E N T I O N S  I N  2 0 2 3



F I N A N C I A L  U P D A T E S
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In 2023, RAVEN achieved record-breaking financial success, doubling our previous year’s
fundraising efforts and raising almost $5 million for Indigenous justice. This unprecedented
level of support exceeded our expectations and demonstrated the widespread solidarity with
First Nations across Turtle Island. The RAVEN community’s generosity is a powerful
endorsement of our mission and the broader movement to uphold Indigenous rights and
governance. Thank you to all who contributed — your support is humbling. 

S H A R E D  S U C C E S S

Total Raised Monthly
Donations

One-Time Gifts Grants

$4.92M $415K $1.25M $3.25M
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B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S

Individual and household
donors made

2,584 
donations totaling

4,566 $1.25M

I am very proud of RAVEN and the work you do. I
have gotten too old to march and protest and this
gives me a way to help. Thank you for the work you
do. We are making Canada more fair and protecting
all of our futures. Thank you for giving me a way to
have an impact. 

—  A  R A V E N  D O N O R

Businesses made

58
donations to total

67
from business donors

$83K

I N D I V I D U A L  D O N A T I O N S

B U S I N E S S  D O N A T I O N S

We can't think of a more deserving organization to
gift to this year. Please take this donation as a way of
saying thank you for serving Indigenous communities
and for protecting our mother earth! 

—  A  B U S I N E S S  D O N O R

1,390 new donors  
 made 

1,929 donations

1,194 long-term supporters
 made 

2,637 donations

To break it down further:

43 new business donors
 made 

 49 donations

15 long-term supporters
 made 

18 donations

To break it down further:
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R E C U R R I N G  D O N A T I O N S

Breathing
Lands Legal
Challenge

Beaver Land Cree
Nation

Gitxaała
Nation

Heiltsuk
Nation

17
Supporters

38
Supporters

23
Supporters

20
Supporters

Neskantaga
First Nation

Stk’emlupsemc te
Secwepemc

Nation

Wet’suwet’en Intervenor
Fund

9
Supporters

7
Supporters

67
Supporters

1
Supporter

I will be a supporter of RAVEN for as long as I'm able
because I strongly believe the work being done is
critically important. I wish you the best of the season
and hope all of you have a successful new year at
Raven.

—  A  L O N G - T I M E  R A V E N  S U P P O R T E R

recurring donors made

1,246
monthly gifts totaling

14,544 $415K

Tsilhqot'in
Nation

11
Supporters

RAVEN Circle
of Allies

1,122
Supporters
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Foundations
awarded

18
grants

22

in grants and donations

$3.25M

NGOs made

25
donations to total

31
from NGO donors

$41K

New NGOs Long-term
Supporters

16 9

F O U N D A T I O N S  &  D O N O R - A D V I S E D  F U N D S  ( D A F )

S O C I E T I E S ,  A S S O C I A T I O N S ,  &  N G O S

We continue to advocate for the need to live in peace
and harmony with nature and each other…a climate
safe future. We believe that partnering with Raven is
the most effective way to achieve this goal. We are
making this initial donation to represent the first
paddle stroke in an exciting canoe journey.

—  N G O  D O N O R

DAFs made

28
donations

75

—  C A R L Y  E L D S T R O M
D I R E C T O R  O F  D E V E L O P M E N T ,  R A V E N

Coming in as a new team member, it is
incredibly inspiring to be building on the
legacy of RAVEN and growing deep
connections with the existing RAVEN
community!

3 25

3 15

new DAFs

new
foundations

long-term
supporters

long-term
supporters



EVENTS
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Throughout the year, RAVEN hosted a series of events that activated long-term supporters
and engaged new donors, while raising awareness for Indigenous justice. Events ranged from
on-the-water festivals to educational webinars. 

Each event served as a platform for sharing knowledge, fostering solidarity, and mobilizing
action. RAVEN’s events showcase the strength and resilience of Indigenous communities and
the allied movement for Indigenous justice. Each event we host is a celebration of our
collective commitment to upholding Indigenous sovereignty and an opportunity to continue
to build momentum toward a more just future for all. 

S T R O N G E R  T O G E T H E R

Total Event
Revenue

Stand-Alone
Events

Festival Afloat
Events

Event
Attendees

$80K 7 21 1.6K
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E V E N T S  A T  A  G L A N C E

In-Person
events with

4
Attendees raised

600+
in ticket sales and donations

$17K

W E B I N A R S

I N - P E R S O N  E V E N T S

Higher knowledge is something different, he made
me reflect and feel something with his words"

—  A  C O N C E R T  A T T E N D E E

Tripping over
DRIPA

For the Breathing
Lands

Tides of
Transformation

Free webinars
with

3
Attendees that raised

247
in donations

$4K



A PEEK AT 2023
RAVEN EVENTS



F E S T I V A L  A F L O A T

23RAVEN — 2023 Annual Report

Hundreds of people gathered at Jericho Beach to kick off our flagship event and profoundly
impactful festival, Festival Afloat. It was a beautiful start to a week-long traveling celebration
of Indigenous-led marine protection that raised more than $60K for Heiltsuk Nation.

In addition to on-the-water and on-the-land concerts, during Festival Afloat, RAVEN also
invited people aboard the Providence for intimate sailing cruises with Indigenous guides. We
are so grateful to everyone who was a part of making magic with us for Festival Afloat 2023.

O N - T H E - W A T E R  M A G I C

Total Event
Revenue

Concerts Sailing Cruises Festival
Attendees

$60K 5 16 800+
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F E A T U R E D  A R T I S T S  &  K N O W L E D G E  K E E P E R S

S P O N S E R S  &  P A R T N E R S

Logan Staats
(Kanien’kehà:ka)

Desirée Dawson Saltwater Hank
(Gitgaat First

Nation)
Dagger Harbour
Ghostly Hounds
Goldstepz
Higher Knowledge
Jose Sanchez with Ciranda
Lisa Webster
Peach and Quiet

Carl Olsen (Tsartlip First Nation)
Chris Arnett (Maori, Ngāi Tahu)
Christine Hunt (Kwakiutl First Nation)
Della Rice (Cowichan First Nation)
Geraldine Manson (Snuneymuxw First Nation)
kQwa'st'not Charlene George (T’sooke First
Nation)

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  T H E  P R E S E N T I N G  S P O N S O R

Coastal Bliss
Country Grocer
Dog Mermaid

Ganges Marina
Gulf Island Seaplanes

Mill Bay Marina
Jericho Kayak Center

Silva Bay Marina
Village Builders

Windsure Adventure



FESTIVAL AFLOAT
2023 IN PICTURES





R A V E N  C H A M P I O N S
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Total Raised
from RAVEN
Champions

Long-Term
Organizers

New-to-RAVEN
Organizers

Organizers &
Community
Fundraisers

$23K 7 3 10

A RAVEN Champion is a person, organization, or business who takes their support of RAVEN
a layer deeper. RAVEN champions are out in community amplifying our work, hosting
fundraisers, and engaging their personal networks to help us reach our goal of seeing a more
just Canada. 

We are so grateful to all those who have spend their time and energy to champion our
organizational mission in their own communities. Together, we truly are a movement
towards the future we want to see. 

W E  A R E  A  M O V E M E N T



28RAVEN — 2023 Annual Report

In the end, Nick’s trip was a lot more than just a personal
adventure or a physical feat; it was a reflection of one person
taking on their portion of a shared responsibility to navigate the
changing landscape of our planet. While he clocked miles beneath
his tires, he also brought people together to support taking bold
and impactful action in the face of an uncertain future. 

Nick chose to support RAVEN’s work for Indigenous justice
throughout this ride, and we are immensely grateful to him.
Along the way, he lived some of the dangers of what lies ahead if
we do not choose to begin caring for one another and our more-
than-human kin in a different way. His story illuminates how
simple acts of kindness — like giving a sweaty, exhausted rider a
bed for the night — can mark the moment when we move from
despair to possibility. 

Days of riding

106
   Kms ridden

12,688
Raised for RAVEN

$17K

Nick Avis is a corporate lawyer based in Toronto. A marathoner and adventure cyclist, in mid-2023,
he set out to become the fastest — and possibly first — person to bicycle across Canada from sea-to-
sea-to-sea (Arctic-Pacific-Atlantic). The record-setting 12,600 km journey crossed ten provinces and
two territories and is believed to have set two world records. 

Nick’s cross-country ride was not just a physical challenge for a young lawyer looking to make
meaning and fundraise for Indigenous justice. It was a testament to the very core of what movement
building is all about: the resilient power of the human spirit. Hear from Nick as he shares the
highlights, emotions, and acts of kindness from strangers that made his epic ride possible.

When Nick embarked on his journey, he anticipated — and was told by many about — the great
wilderness and diverse wildlife he’d encounter along the way. However, the reality proved different.
“It was shocking how little wildlife I came across,” Nick admits. 

“The impacts of climate change were so obvious everywhere,” Nick says. He saw firsthand the reality
of environmental shifts that have been altering ecosystems, wildlife ways of being, and weather
patterns.

Nick’s journey, punctuated by the relentless forces of nature (from wildfires to storms) and the
sparse interactions with wildlife became a tapestry that immersed him in a deeply personal
experience that reflects the broader issues of climate change. Yet, within the struggle, Nick found
resilience — not just in himself but also in the kindness of strangers who fed him along the way,
opened their doors to him, and ultimately changed the course of his journey. 

A  R A V E N  C H A M P I O N  S T O R Y
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Since 2019, we’ve been working to produce Home on Native Land, a 10-part series on
Indigenous law and colonial history that gives a tongue-in-cheek tour through the absurdities
— and possibilities — baked into the Canadian legal system. 

Each lesson features an array of incredible guests including Karen Pugliese, Glen Coulthard,
Terri-Lynn Williams Davidson, and John Borrows. What these leading Indigenous thinkers,
artists, and — yes — comedians reveal in their reflections is fundamental knowledge for
anyone who is committed to living in a fair country.

Over 150k people visited the website, with over 9k participants registering for the course. We
also conducted a survey of participants where we received overwhelmingly positive feedback
coming from union leaders, teachers, and ordinary people who have shared how much they
appreciate a lighthearted yet still serious take on knowledge that many did not learn in
school. The course was covered by Yahoo Canada, the National Observer, the CCPA Monitor,
and on the podcast New to Canada? 

We also ran a petition campaign on Canada Day calling for a change to the lyrics of “O
Canada” from “our home and native land” to “our home ON Native land” — which garnered
10k new email signups thanks to our partners at LeadNow. 

H O M E  O N  N A T I V E  L A N D

Website Visits Course
Regstrations

New Email Sign
Ups

150K 9K 10K
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Raven (De)briefs is a podcast for anyone wondering just what we mean when we talk about
“Law” on Turtle Island. Series 3 was hosted by RAVEN Executive Director, Susan Smitten;
Rueben Tillman; and Louise Romain. Episodes focused on the protection and stewardship of
Wood Buffalo Park, the Gitxaała Mineral Tenure Act challenge, the history of the Constitution
Express with Doreen Manuel, and the “Foster Kids Survival Guide” with Bryant Doradea. With
14.4k downloads, the show has garnered a 5-star rating.

R A V E N  ( D E ) B R I E F S  —  S E A S O N  3

“I’ve been a RAVEN supporter for years, and I think they do
increrdibly important work but, to be honest, I didn’t expect a
podcast from a medium-sized Canadian nonprofit to be this good. 

While I’m being honest, I also thought I had a pretty good (or at
least better than average) layman’s grasp on Indigenous culture
and history, environmental justice, and the issues at the
intersection of Indigenous and Canadian Law. This podcast has
shown me that I’m an absolute novice. I’m always amazed (and
humbled) by how much I learn from every episode. 

The guests are invariably eloquent, inspiring and profoundly
knowledgeable, and their words are beautifully woven together
with music from talented Indigenous artists.”

—  P O D C A S T  L I S T E N E R

Downloads
14.4K
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R A V E N ’ S  W I N G S P A N
25K

FOLLOWERS

72K Engagements
5K Website Vsits

Instagram

15K
FOLLOWERS

40K Engagements
7K Website Visits

Facebook

35K
NEWSLETTER
SUBSCRIBERS

Email Newsletter 4K
FOLLOWERS

Twitter/X
14.4K

DOWNLOADS

to date

Podcast
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R A V E N  S T A F F

Carly (she/her) is a settler with Swedish, Irish, Scottish, and English ancestry. She currently splits her
time between Coast Salish territory and Lenapehoking, specifically what is now known as New York.
Carly previously worked as a Grant Writer at RAVEN after time spent volunteering on RAVEN’s
Development Committee. Other professional experiences include freelancing as a writer, editor, and
researcher; primary and higher education administration; and positions in development and
communications. Carly holds a BA in Sociology from Vancouver Island University and an M.S. in
Nonprofit Management from Columbia University.

Carly Eldstrom — Director of Development

Danielle (she/her) is a member of the Tla-o-qui-aht First Nation located in the Nuu-chah-nulth territory
of Vancouver Island and is from the Masso and Frank families. In 2023, she entered the role of
Executive Director for RAVEN with over 10 years of experience in Indigenous leadership roles. She has
worked for her First Nation community, Tribal Council, Provincial and Federal government, and for the
past eights years in the nonprofit sector. Over these years, Danielle has always had an element of her
work that advocated for Indigenous rights. Danielle is grateful to be close to her home territory and
family. She is a proud mother of three children and loves to play tennis and walk her dogs in her spare
time. Danielle has a B.Sc. from the University of Victoria and a Master’s Degree in Public Health from
the University of Waterloo.

Danielle Wilson — Executive Director (From July 2023)

Susan Smitten is dedicated to raising legal defense funds for Indigenous Nations who are protecting
their traditional territories and the environment. As a settler raised in Dish With One Spoon territory,
she started in journalism, amplifying marginalized voices and issues. Susan, an award-winning
filmmaker and writer, emphasizes the connection between environmental concerns and
Indigenous land stewardship in her work. Her direction of "Blue Gold" and co-direction of "Wild
Horses, Unconquered People" for RAVEN highlights First Nations' fights for their rights and
culture. Susan remains committed to ongoing decolonization and reconciliation efforts as an
ambassador for RAVEN's values.

Susan Smitten — Executive Director (Until March 2023)
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Caitlyn (she/her) is of Heiltsuk, Scottish, and Finnish ancestry and lives on the traditional, ancestral, and
unceded territory of the Kwikwetlem First Nation. Currently a student at BCIT studying Sustainable
Event Management, Caitlyn's goals are to support and plan events that provide opportunities to
highlight and amplify Indigenous creators while also focusing on reducing the event's environmental
impact and focusing on sustainable practices.

Caitlyn Kerr — Development and Engagement Coordinator

Levin (he/they) is a settler of Northern and Eastern European descent who grew up on unceded
Tk’emlúps te Secwe̓ pemc Nation territory amongst an old-growth cedar forest. Levin’s studies in
Environmental Studies and Canadian History at the University of Victoria fueled their passion for
Indigenous rights. Now residing on unceded Quw'utsun First Nation territory, Levin has four years of
nonprofit fundraising and grant writing experience to support RAVEN’s mission. Their work in Peru with
Indigenous Quechua and Amazonian communities underscored the vital link between conservation and
Indigenous relationships with their environments, a connection Levin continues to champion in their
role at RAVEN.

Levin Chamberlain — Grants and Campaigns Coordinator

Leslie Anne (she/her) is a member of the Bonnechere Algonquin First Nation, located in Eastern
Ontario, and is of mixed Algonquin and settler heritage. Leslie Anne completed her BA at McGill
University in Political Science and a minor in Indigenous Studies, before spending a year as a Pathy
Foundation Fellow working in her home community. A lawyer by training, Leslie Anne completed her JD
at the University of Toronto and worked in private practice for two years before moving to Lekwungen
and W̱ SÁNEĆ Territories to join RAVEN as Campaigns Director. When not working, Leslie Anne can be
found diving, camping, canoeing, beading, and scheming up her next trip.

Leslie Anne St. Amour — Campaigns Director (from October 2023)

Andrea (she/her) is a settler of Scottish and Irish ancestry living on unceded Hul'quimin'um-speaking
people's lands. She is dedicated to making media that brings the strength of data together with the
power of storytelling. She holds a Masters in Intercultural & International Communication. Her research
focus — how Indigenous communities are responding to, resisting, and adapting to climate change —
forms the underpinning of her understanding of environmental justice and human rights issues.

Andrea Palframan — Communications Director

Conrad, hailing from Maskwacis, is deeply committed to Access to Justice and shares the vision for
RAVEN's legal theories of change. With a background in Business Administration and a degree in
Business Management, he is part of UVic's Juris Indigenarum Doctorate program. Conrad brings
extensive experience in First Nations business, finance, and investment analysis, coupled with a
passion for social justice and equity. A former Ermineskin Cree Nation councilor and Treaty No. 6 heir,
he emphasizes cultural revitalization and frames his work around Treaty and Inherent Rights as
Economic Rights. Conrad's Plains Cree traditional teachings align with his goal of fostering healthier
communities and delivering justice through RAVEN's mission.

Conrad Young ᑲᐸᐸᒥᐦᐊᐟ — Campaigns Director (until May 2023)

Gilberto (he/him) is a settler of Angolan, English and Portuguese descent. He lives and works as an
uninvited guest on the lands of the xʷməθkʷəy̓ əm, Sḵwx̱ wú7mesh, and səlilwətaɬ Nations, and the
lək̓ ʷəŋən People, namely the Songhees and Esquimalt Nations, and the W̱ SÁNEĆ First Nation. Gilberto
has a background in human rights work. Prior to joining RAVEN in 2023, he was the Development &
Research Manager at the Vancouver Association for Survivors of Torture. Previously an academic (most
recently at the University of British Columbia), he holds a Ph.D. in Politics. He was also involved as an
expert witness in over 40 asylum (refugee claimant) appeals in the UK. Gilberto is honoured to be part
of the RAVEN team and to contribute to raising legal funds for First Nations.

Gilberto Algar-Faria — Development Manager
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Karissa is a first-generation Indo-Trinidadian immigrant of Indian and Portuguese ancestry. She was
born in Trinidad and Tobago and currently resides on the stolen lands of the W̱ SÁNEĆ First Nation
where she enjoys spending time by the ocean. She is a photographer, videographer, and illustrator
passionate about amplifying stories that reconnect us to the Earth and to each other and challenge
social and cultural narratives. When she is not content creating for RAVEN, she enjoys spending time in
community and with friends, fostering relationships that allow her to grow and connect to people with
shared values of Indigenous sovereignty and care for the land.

Karissa Chandrakate — Digital Content Specialist

Jay (they/them) is a white settler and queer person of Scottish, Irish, Italian, and Polish descent, living
on stolen lək̓ ʷəŋən Nation and W̱ SÁNEĆ First Nation territories. Jay takes a relational approach to their
work at RAVEN and is motivated by providing ‘behind-the-scenes’ operational support in the pursuit of
justice for Indigenous Peoples. Born on the territories of qiqéyt First Nation and qʼʷa:n̓ ƛʼən̓  First Nation,
Jay spent most of their life on Syilx Okanagan Nation and Nłeʔkepmx Tmíxʷ Nation territories prior to
moving to Germany where they completed their MA in Global Studies from the Humboldt University of
Berlin. Their research focused on how settlers can engage in everyday forms of decolonization in
solidarity with Indigenous resurgence movements, knowing that we all have different and shared
responsibilities to the Lands that sustain us.

Jay Stubbs — Administrative Assistant

russ (they/him) is a disabled/crip settler from Treaty No. 7 lands of the Blackfoot Confederacy near
Calgary, Alberta with Eastern and Central European roots. Committed to unlearning internalized
imperialism and promoting inclusivity, russ pursued an MA in Sociology at the University of Victoria,
focusing on decolonial poetics and political ontology amid climate change. They join RAVEN in
supporting Indigenous communities with humility, bringing expertise in publishing, accessibility justice,
and governance to the team.

russ elliott — Operations Manager

Jamie-Leigh is a Portuguese/Sḵwx̱ wú7mesh writer, filmmaker, podcast creator, photographer, poet, and
artist living on the stolen land of W̱ SÁNEĆ First Nation. She is a cofounder, codirector, and technical
lead at Grounded Futures: a media and mentorship collaborative. At RAVEN, Jamie-Leigh is the
Communications Manager where she uses her technical skills to amplify Indigenous voices and
movements. With a passion for technology and storytelling, Jamie-Leigh has become dedicated to her
multimedia practices; through the creation of engaging content, she hopes to stimulate meaningful
dialogue that challenges the status quo and encourages systemic change.

Jamie-Leigh Gonzales — Communication Manager
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Susan is a senior communications, issues management, and development professional with over 20
years of experience working in and for public sector and not-for-profit organizations. She holds a
double major in Fine Arts, is an accredited public relations professional (APR), and is currently
completing a Master of Business Administration. Susan has a deep love for the natural world and is
honoured to serve on the RAVEN board in support of First Nations communities across Canada.

Susan Gee — Board Member

Cliff is a Tsimshian (Kitselas/Kitsumkalum) and Nuu-chah-nulth (Ahousaht) scholar who researches
Indigenous governance, community development, and political economy. His doctoral research focuses
on the political economy of the Ahousaht on the west coast of Vancouver Island in both historical and
contemporary contexts. Cliff is particularly interested in how Indigenous communities and leaders
continue to assert agency within the confines of settler colonial law, politics, and economics. He is
currently a tenure-track instructor in Resource and Environmental Management at Simon Fraser
University. His postdoctoral research will look at Indigenous community development policy and the
revival of traditional economic practices as well as the exploration of new practices rooted in traditional
Indigenous principles and values.

Cliff Atleo — Board Member

Rachelle is a member of Homalco First Nation and has close family connection to the Kwakwaka’wak
Nation. She obtained a Criminology degree from Vancouver Island University and graduated from the
University of Victoria, Faculty of Law, in 2018. Rachelle has been inspired by the leaders she observed in
her family and her community to continue the work they started in creating positive change for future
generations. She is passionate about using her legal education to work with and support First Nations
in asserting their rights and laws. Rachelle finds joy in volunteering and along with serving as a board
member for RAVEN, Rachelle has volunteered with the Indigenous Law Student Association, Gathering
Our Voices, and at community events.

Rachelle Loos — Board Member

Ronald (Ron) is a citizen of the Beaver Lake Cree Nation, Treaty No. 6 Territory in Alberta, Canada,
which is located 9 miles southeast of the town of Lac La Biche in east-central Alberta. The Beaver Lake
Cree Nation is one of the Treaty No. 6 Nations who entered into Treaty No. 6 in 1876, and Ron
Lameman has been a lifetime proponent of the Treaty, focusing on upholding and enforcing the Rights
of the First Nations of Treaty No. 6 in Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba. Ron was also active in each
phase of the development of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and has
also attended a majority of the sessions for the development of the Organization of the American
States’ Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples of the Americas. In his current position as the
Bilateral Treaty Coordinator, Ron is actively involved with the Elders and leadership of the Confederacy
of Treaty Six First Nations and has spent over 40 years working diligently for Treaty Rights, Land and
Natural Resource rights, environmental protection, traditional subsistence rights, cultural rights,
children’s rights, and health and Self-Determination for Indigenous Peoples in Canada and around the
world.

Ronald J. Lameman — Board Vice-Chair

Jeffrey (Jeff) is a member of the Raven Clan of the Tsimshian Nation. He completed his law degree at the
University of Victoria, having previously graduated with a B.A. (Hons.) in Political Science and
Indigenous Studies. Jeff is very passionate about asserting and supporting Indigenous legal orders,
having worked with the Indigenous Law Research Unit to articulate Tsimshian law. For Jeff, Indigenous
law is inextricably linked to the land and waters of his ancestral homeland. Developing a deep
connection with his territory is a life-long pursuit. Jeff is an active volunteer. In addition to his work with
RAVEN, Jeff is a staff lawyer with Ratcliffe, Vancouver.

Jeffrey Nicholls — Board Chair

R A V E N  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S
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1 %  F O R  T H E  P L A N E T  F U N D E R S

RAVEN is grateful for the support of the following 1% for the Planet business members. We
admire their commitment to donating at least 1% of their annual sales to environmental
organizations. For more information about contributing to RAVEN through participation in
1% for the Planet, email info@raventrust.com.

RAVEN is proud to recognize the generosity of the organizations featured in this Annual
Report. We are equally grateful to those donors who prefer to remain anonymous, as well as
the many individuals whose contributions fuel our work. Every act of support strengthens
our shared mission of raising legal funds to assist Indigenous Peoples who enforce their
rights and title to protect their traditional territories

Attic Gold
iilo Creative Alliance
OnwardUP Sales and Marketing
Zg Stories

Patagonia Vancouver
Prince of Whales
Spring

mailto:info@raventrust.com
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B U S I N E S S  S U P P O R T E R S
RAVEN extends our heartfelt thanks to the incredible businesses whose generous
contributions are driving our mission forward. To explore partnership opportunities and
make a lasting impact, please contact info@raventrust.com.

Bluewater Adventures
Caffiends
Carfra Lawton LLP
Cathexis Consulting Inc.
Dachi Vancouver
Diosa de la Luna Entertainment
Drawn & Quarterly
Earnest Ice Cream
Encircled

EnCompass Environmental Ltd.
Euclid Farms
Flex Legal Network
Galaxy Motors (1990) Ltd.
Ground Up Café & Catering
Jackknife Brewing
Leckie Studio Architecture + Design
Massy Books
Modo Yoga North Vancouver

Pacific Rose Tattoo
Prime Motion Graphics
Read + Co Books
Second Nature Home Boutique
Sriracha Revolver Hot Sauce
Weaver Website Development
Cooperative
Windsure Adventure Watersports

mailto:info@raventrust.com
mailto:info@raventrust.com
mailto:info@raventrust.com
mailto:info@raventrust.com
mailto:info@raventrust.com
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FOUNDAT I ONS
RAVEN is deeply grateful to the foundations and donor-advised funds whose grants increase
partnered Indigenous Nations’ capacity to protect their rights and traditional territories. We
are honored to conduct our fundraising efforts with their support.

The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen Foundation
Donner Canadian Foundation
Krawcyzk Family Foundation
Lawson Foundation
MakeWay Foundation - Pacific Salmon Watersheds Fund
MakeWay Foundation - Patagonia
McConnell Foundation
New Venture Fund
Real Estate Foundation of BC
Salt Spring Island Foundation - Indigenous Priorities Fund
Schein Foundation
Trottier Family Foundation
Wilburforce Foundation
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D O N O R - A D V I S E D  F U N D S
Abundant World Foundation
Cameron Revington, with the McCall MacBain Foundation
Carlow Moravetz Charitable Fund at the Schwab Charitable Fund
Claire Doran and Joseph McInnis Fund at The United Church of Canada Foundation
Glynne Evans Private Giving Fund held at Nicola Wealth Private Giving Foundation
Green Tithe Group Fund through the Victoria Foundation
Jack Spraak Legacy Fund held at and administered by Vancity Community Foundation
James Lindfield Fund held at and administered by Vancity Community Foundation
JM Foundation
John David Thomas Fund at The United Church of Canada Foundation
JRG Family Fund at Calgary Foundation
Kreiner Family Fund at the Strategic Charitable Giving Foundation
Lannie and Ralph Keller
Marianne Pengelly Fund held at and administered by Vancity Community Foundation
Mary Scobie and Paul Boughen Fund at the Strategic Charitable Giving Foundation
Nancy Hawkins and Bill Bargeman Endowment Fund held at and administered by Vancity
Community Foundation
Oolichan Fund through the Victoria Foundation
Peace, Earth & Justice Fund (Rycroft-Pringle) through the Victoria Foundation
PLUS1 via Rina Sawayama
Red Hibiscus Foundation held at Vancouver Foundation
Sherman-Regan Fund held at Nicola Wealth Private Giving Foundation
Sukhia Kalinda Bergen
Susan and Robert Burns Fund at The United Church of Canada Foundation
The Marguerite & Charles Pilger Foundation
Vital Youth - Claremont Secondary School through the Victoria Foundation
Vital Youth - Glenlyon Norfolk School through the Victoria Foundation
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G R O U P S  A N D  A S S O C I A T I O N S
RAVEN is thankful for the generosity of groups, associations, and other organizations that
have come together to support Indigenous-led environmental justice. To learn how your
group can make a difference, please contact info@raventrust.com to discuss partnership
opportunities.

BC Northern Real Estate Board
Canadian Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu Federation
Canadian Writing Centres Association / association canadienne des centres de rédaction
Congregation of Our Lady of Sion
DJ Mommy Presents
Ecojustice
Environment Haliburton!
Seniors for Climate Action Now!
Surfrider Foundation Canada Chapters
The Watershed, Lions Bay's Community News Source
University of Victoria - Environmental Law Club and FemLaw Club
What Lab Society of Arts

mailto:info@raventrust.com
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Volunteers

Contractors

P E O P L E  S U P P O R T I N G  R A V E N

P E E R - T O - P E E R  F U N D R A I S E R S
Thank you to our wonderful fundraisers whose invaluable efforts have raised funds and
awareness for RAVEN and partnered First Nations. If you are interested in fundraising for
RAVEN, please reach out to info@raventrust.com

Thank you to every single grant writer, contractor, volunteer, and person who helps support
the work we do. We are so grateful for the time, knowledge, expertise, and passion you bring
with you.

Mike Graeme — Grant Writer
kai fig taddei — Grant Writer
Suvane Ariyanayagam — Salesforce Specialist
Julia Hoang — Website Designer
Madeline Burns — Leadership Mentor, Reach for the Sky Program
Maureen Butler — Accountant

Sean Vriesen — IT
Tatum Askew — Grants
Nicola Brown — Grants

Canoe Foundation
Colleagues of Dr. Keith Hay
Kayci Lesosky & Sarah Legg - Run for FUNds 
Marianne Unger — The Backyard Project Farm Stand
Nick Avis - Cycling Across Canada for RAVEN
Queen's Pre-Law Society

mailto:info@raventrust.com
mailto:info@raventrust.com

























