
Their territory has been 
governed by a hereditary 

system maintained through 
Gitxaała’s unbroken 

connection to their land, 
waters, and culture since

 time immemorial.

Gitxaała — whose name 
means  the People of the 
Open Sea in Tsimshian — 

are a mariner Nation
 located in the Great Bear 

Sea. 



Known as Gitxaała Nation's "breadbasket", Lax k’naga dzol 
(Banks Island) is a rich nursery for marine life, sustaining

 Gitxaała's people for countless generations, providing food, 
shelter, and a place of security and culture.

Banks Island is surrounded by a wild expanse
 of ocean where whales, wolves, bears, fish,

 seabirds, and other marine life thrive. 



Gitxaała territory is unceded, 
meaning no treaty was ever 

presented by or signed with the Crown. 
Ayaawx (Gitxaała law), still governs 

the land 

In 2015, an illegal discharge of tailings 
from the Yellow Giant gold mine — a 

project that Gitxaała did not give consent 
to — devastated Banks Island’s

 salmon-rich creeks and off-shore areas.



Gitxaała has good 
reasons to be wary of 

a potential mining 
boom on Banks 

Island. 

A new scramble for minerals is being 
allowed under the outdated

which allows mining corporations and 
individuals to stake claims on Indigenous 

territories through an online registry 
without any consultation or notification 

of Indigenous Nations.
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Mineral Tenure Act (MTA),



The current system gives mining 
rights priority over most other 

land uses in the province,
 including protection of sensitive 

ecological areas, watershed rights, 
and Indigenous land use planning 

and stewardship practices.

The        was put in place as a 
result of the gold rush in 

1859 and has changed very 
little since. Anyone with $25 

and a laptop can file a 
mineral claim on Indigenous 

land. 

MTA



In May 2018, a 
series of mineral 

claims were 
registered on Banks 
Island over Gitxaała 
Nation’s objections.

 Still dealing with the mess left by Yellow 
Giant, the Nation is calling on B.C. to abide by   

 
which requires the free, prior and informed 

consent of Indigenous Peoples ahead of 
permitting development on Indigenous 

territories. 

Declaration on the Rights ofits own
Indigenous Peoples Act (DRIPA)
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Right now, Ayaawx 
(Gitxaała law) and the 
spiritual significance 
of Banks Island are 

completely 
disregarded in the 

mining claims process 
on Gitxaała territory. 



In response, Gitxaała is taking the 
B.C. government and mining 

corporations to court to protect its 
territory from nonconsensual 

mining.

 This case will be the first time that   
  is tested in the B.C. 
Supreme Court. It has the potential 
to set a powerful legal precedent 

for future generations.L

DRIPA



If the court declares that the   
  is inconsistent with    
  the provincial 

government would have to 
enact new mining legislation.

 

This would mean 198 Indigenous Nations 
would gain decision-making power over 

where and how mining takes place on their 
territories, giving Nations the ability to 

declare sensitive ecosystems, or locations of 
cultural and spiritual significance, off-limits 

to mineral claims. 

DRIPA,
MTA


