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The Surf Scoter migrates all the way from
Mexico to the Arctic every year. Gitxaała
Nation's territory has been identified as a Key
Biodiversity Area for the Surf Scoter as a large
number of individuals stop by there on their
way to the Arctic to mate.



The Scoter plays a
key role in marine

ecosystems by
eating marine snails,
small crabs, herring

spawn, and mollusks
(especially mussels

and clams). This
prevents their prey

from overtaking the
marine environment,

allowing other
species to thrive 

in balance with the natural world. The unique
shape of their bill helps them destroy shells to

get the food they need.



When Scoters lay their eggs, they nest in well-
concealed areas beneath tree branches or fallen
down trees, typically a short distance away from a
lake or marsh. Their diet will change from eating sea
creatures to invertebrates and vegetation near the
lake or marsh they choose to nest by. This makes
their habitat needs very specific. Once their eggs
hatch, they begin their journey south across North
America for the winter.


















