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For millennia, Heiltsuk Nation
inhabited and continue to take
care of their territory in the
Great Bear Sea on the
central coast of British Columbia.
Their lifestyle, made it possible
for both the community and the
natural world to thrive.

W 4,"«44”4&

AR

l

‘o .
[ o A :
-.l.' ° . /

PR .‘I < ' . .

b
° . ..'
.
S /
e . _ e
© . 2 y . . °
. . L :
4 .
: . ® . S ¢ .
. . .
o. ® . |
° Ll]
: . : Y e
PIS .
. .l.. \ .
..' .
(1] .. ‘. o
L]
° " P °
. t W1, .
Se ) '.
'.. '.. ' \
.
\ \
L]
o o ‘
0




However in October 2016, a
tug boat owned by Kirby Corp
ran aground and spilled over
110,000 liters of diesel oil in

the Heiltsuk shellfish
harvesting area.
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The Heiltsuk harvested at least 25
food species from the spill area in
Gale Pass. Manila clams, halibut,

red sea urchin, sea cucumber,
salmon, herring and abalone were ‘

all present during the spill.

FINY T T

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\v







Shockingly, Canada
and BC washed their
hands of the whole story.

Instead of working with Heiltsuk
to investigate the impacts
through an in-depth
environmental assessment (EIR),
the governments entrusted the
polluter, Kirby Corporation, with
leading the assessment of
damage from the spill.
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Kirby’s plan for an
EIA was limited to some
themical testing and a lot _
of speculation -
computer modelling in far
off offices.
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They had no plans to return
to the spill site to study the
organisms and ecosystem to
determine their health.







Guided by knowledge holdetrs,
Heiltsuk is designing their
own EIA that weaves together
western science and Heiltsuk
traditional ecological
knowledge going back to
14,000 years.
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- Over the past 4 years,
Heiltsuk have been gathering JESY*H "
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information about the
| health of the organisms and
environment after the spill.
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Scientific approaches are
being used to assess various
biomarkers, test
contaminant levels, and
survey intertidal fauna.
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